Plan B
decision
1S good
for girls

omeone in the Obama ad-

ministration you’'ve

probably never even
heard of made an unprece-
dented decision concerning
you last week.

U.S. Health and Human
Services Department Secre-
tary Kathleen Sebelius decid-
ed that Plan B One-Step,
which you probably know as
the “morning after pill,”
should not be available to you
without a doctor’s prescrip-
tion. Scientists in the Food
and Drug Administration
spent 10 months poring over
charts, figures and studies
about the drug, and they de-

cided it’s safe
Mariam “for all

HTH females of
Williams child-bearing
L potential.”

I want you
to note that the
FDA said the
morning after
pill is safe for
all females, not
all women.
You’ve been
female since before you were
born, but you’re not a woman
yet.

I know you’ve had breasts
since you were nine or 10, and
that a little — or maybe a big
— curve has beenin your hips
since you were 11 or 12. You
might grumble about men-
struation, but it probably now
feels like the natural occur-
rence it is, not the embarrass-
ing interruption you thought
it was at first. You've been
feeling sexual for several
years. You're at an age at
which you may even feel
sexy, and drawing male atten-
tion feels good.

But you’re not a woman
yet.

Your body has been able to
do all the things a grown wom-
an’s body does, including car-
Iy a baby to term s1nce you







